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Comparing cases from mid-year 2020 to

Total cases MAN N E R o F 2021, there was an overall increase of 25%
2 b 1 8 2 D EAT H in Medical Examiner Cases. Accidental
(+25% from 1,751 in 2020) 1400 deaths have increased 35%, homicides

Note: Mid-Year Total includes 7 still under investigation*
were up by 21%, suicides decreased 5%

Accident 1200 1153 and natural deaths falling under the
1 1 5 3 jurisdiction of the Medical Examiner went
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Medical Examiner. Those that may be
investigated include deaths believed to
be natural but that occurred suddenly
and unexpectedly where the decedent
had not seen their health care provider
in the last 20 days of life. A majority of
these cases are Cardiovascular events
. . ) which accounted for 62% of Natural
Hispanic 1.9 (22); White 1.4 (21); deaths falling under the jurisdiction of

Asian/Pacific Islander: 1.1 (4) JAN FEe MAR AP MAY the Medical Examiner.
e Firearms continued to be the leading method of death in homicides, representing 59% of all

such cases (41 of 70). COVID-19

Deaths due to COVID-19 are reportable to
the Medical Examiner; however, in most

84% were male
e Average Age was 40.9
. e Rates per 100,000 of Population**
Black: 11.3 (highest rate with 18
homicides); Native American 6.6 (1);
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e 76% were male

* Average Age was 49 cases the decedent’s own doctor is able

e Rates per 100,000 of Population**: to complete the death certificate and the

R T . . Medical Examiner is not further involved.

. ' ' BlraC{a.l/Multlrac.|a1. 10.6 (highest rate with In 2020 and through mid-year 2021, there
Firearms continued to be the leading method of death, 12 suicides); White: 8.5 (130); Black: 4.4 (7); have been 220 deaths that fell under the
representing 36% of all suicide cases (68 of 189) Asian/Pacific Islander: 3.3 (12); Hispanic: Medical Examiner's jurisdiction where
2.3(26) COVID-19 was determined to be a

causative or contributing factor in death.
There were 4 Coronado Bridge suicide deaths compared to 2 at mid-year 2020 (there were 11 at mid-year-2019)

The work of the Department of the Medical Examiner is largely based on Government Code § 27491, which states that all unnatural deaths including homicides, suicides, accidents, and deaths in custody are under the coroner/medical
examiner’s jurisdiction to investigate. Also falling under our jurisdiction are infectious diseases reaching epidemic proportions, deaths in state or local institutions, and deaths believed to be natural but that occurred suddenly and unexpectedly
where the decedent had not seen their health care provider in the last 20 days of life. Note: All deaths that fall under § 27491 are also subject to whether the facts indicate the death occurred under natural circumstances and the physician of
record has sufficient knowledge to reasonably state the cause of death occurred under natural circumstance. Therefore, not every death that falls under one of these categories will be investigated by the Medical Examiner’s office. See Govt.

Code § 27491.
*Due to some mid-year cases still under investigation, manner of death counts and associated insights may adjust slightly as those cases are closed age 1 o) f 2
**Population Rates are based on 2020 population estimates from SANDAG p g
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ACCIDENTS
Unintentional Drug, Medication, and Alcohol Caused Deaths

Unintentional deaths due to drug, medication, and/or alcohol toxicity increased by 67% (389 to 649)
The average age was 44, the youngest was 17, and oldest was 78; 70% were male

D f Methamphetamine was a causative factor in 57% of all unintentional overdose cases and saw a 82% increase (204 to 372)
Deaths where Fentanyl was a causative factor increased by 149% (156 to 381)

Note: Counts listed for Methamphetamine and Fentanyl include deaths where the drug either alone or with other drugs, medication and/or alcohol was a causative factor in
death; these counts are not mutually exclusive and may include cases where both Fentanyl and Methamphetamine were a causative factor in death

Accidental Fentanyl-Caused Overdose Deaths

5-Year View of Mid-Year Accidental Death Counts 381 FENTANYL DEATHS
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often occurred when patients Most
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made to resemble oxycodone or
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deadly fentanyl. o cob ar ror oy had also taken Meth
FALLS Motor Vehicle Related Deaths
Falls accounted for
x’ 21% of all accidental Motor Vehicle related deaths saw a mid-year increase of 10% (156 to 172); these
.—"rl_ deaths as of Mid-Year include solo vehicle accidents, auto vs auto, pedestrian, motorcycle, and auto vs
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